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Israel's next great crisis may come not with the Palestinians or Iran but with young American
JewsA dramatic shift is taking place in Israel and America. In Israel, the deepening occupation of
the West Bank is putting Israeli democracy at risk. In the United States, the refusal of major
Jewish organizations to defend democracy in the Jewish state is alienating many young liberal
Jews from Zionism itself. In the next generation, the liberal Zionist dream—the dream of a state
that safeguards the Jewish people and cherishes democratic ideals—may die.In The Crisis of
Zionism, Peter Beinart lays out in chilling detail the looming danger to Israeli democracy and the
American Jewish establishment's refusal to confront it. And he offers a fascinating,
groundbreaking portrait of the two leaders at the center of the crisis: Barack Obama, America's
first "Jewish president," a man steeped in the liberalism he learned from his many Jewish friends
and mentors in Chicago; and Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister who considers
liberalism the Jewish people's special curse. These two men embody fundamentally different
visions not just of American and Israeli national interests but of the mission of the Jewish people
itself.Beinart concludes with provocative proposals for how the relationship between American
Jews and Israel must change, and with an eloquent and moving appeal for American Jews to
defend the dream of a democratic Jewish state before it is too late.
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Moshe D. Kaufman, “Amazing!. An incredible eye opening manifesto about the future of Israel
and the Jewish people! This book has been the culmination of a journey from me being a hawk
towards Israeli policies to converting into a liberal Zionist who opposes the occupation of
Palestine!”

Jon W. Florey, “A good Liberal Overview of Israel. Good overview of the recent political
relationships between Israeli governments and ours. As a non-Jew I was surprised by one of his
conclusions. American Jews tend to be more liberal than their leadership. This can help push the
Israeli government toward a more progressive relationship with the Palestinians. If there were
more American Jews this would be more effective. Jews marry non-Jews about half the time on
the average, but when Jews go to Jewish schools they almost always marry other Jews.
Therefore American Jews should support Jewish education and make sure their own children
attend Jewish schools. This sounds like voluntary segregation to me and anyway that train
already left the station. The new college-educated generations tend to be much less conscious
of ethnic identity and we seem to be moving toward a very integrated society.”

Will Levy, “Book arrived as stated in a timely manner and in condition stated. Highly
recommended. Was a book. Used for reading and learning more about subject”

Happy Camper, “Good Context for What's Going On. This is the guy for all of us Liberal Zionists
who want to understand what's going on and aren't believing what they're reading in the press or
hearing on the news. He puts out the facts with a mostly fair lens. He helps you digest it.
However he does have an opinion he's come to from his typical Jewish upbringing where Israel
was the culmination and safety net. I too come from a similar era Judaism, so understand the
conflict of a liberal's ideals for humanity and a tie to Israel. The context he's given me has made
me feel like I have some connection to other Jews like myself. This book is illuminating me daily
and I've read and reread it as I hear more stories from both sides I find alarming. I highly
recommend it for any one who's feeling conflict (anyone who's Jewish or Palestinian) and
wanting to understand the context of what's happening in the Middle East. It's not all black and
white, but he puts a lot of shades of gray I needed and am not hearing in the media who is
polarizing currently on either side. He's been a wonderful guest on NPR and other places,
giving a more middle ground approach to an otherwise polarizing one that pits Jews against
Palestinians. Peter Beinart is more about acting humanely and respecting each other's right to
exist.”

Carlos, “A good book. Peter Beinart is an expert on the middle east. He describes the very tricky
relations between the jewish people andThe arabs.”



Ferri, “Essenziell. Wenige sind schuldig aber alle sind verantwortlich, sagt der Autor über die
Besatzung Palästinas (er bezeichnet das Gebiet als: "undemocratic Israel") sowie die
Unterdrückung des Palästinensischen Volkes.Seit 1967 sind viele von der Härte der Israelischen
Regierung gegenüber den Palästinensern schwer beeindruckt und haben dieses Vorgehen für
das Wesen des Judentums gehalten. Nein sagt Peter Beinart. Für ihn besteht das Judentum
aus Gleichberechtigung, Gleichbehandlung und Erbarmen. Er kritisiert und verurteilt die
Vorgehensweise der Israelischen Regierung. Er bezichtigt sie des Terrorismus.Ein bekennender
Zionist erklärt hier all das, was die westlichen Medien sowie die Politiker sich nicht trauen zu
sagen und gewährt somit den "Nicht-Juden" einen Einblick in das Judentum, das man sonst
nicht kannte. Er ruft auf zum Boykott der im Besetzten-Gebiet produzierten Güter, damit die
Produzenten sich hinter die Grünen-Linie zurückziehen und somit die Grenze Israels
definieren.Das Buch ist brillant geschrieben und sehr übersichtlich unterteilt. Es gibt viele
Details über die Verhandlungen und Gespräche zwischen Israel, Amerika und den
Palästinensern, die sonst nicht bekannt waren. Allein deswegen lohnt sich die Lektüre dieses
Materials.Ich finde, dass dieses Buch in allen Sprachen der Welt übersetzt und gratis verteilt
werden sollte, damit jeder das Judentum so kennenlernt wie es wirklich ist und nicht so wie es
von der Israelischen Regierung präsentiert wird.Herzerwärmend, ein Muss.”

leslie r. colitt, “A brilliant portrayal of the unrepresentative but mighty lobby blocking an Israeli-
Palestinian peace accord. Excellently written, revealing analysis of why, thanks to AIPAC and
indecisive American presidents, so-called "peace" talks between Israelis and Palestinians have
failed and will continue to do so until the voice of the silent majority of American Jews has been
heard.”

John, “Won't disappoint. I really enjoyed this. If this topic is of interest to you, then you should
definitely read this.”

The book by Peter Beinart has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 101 people have provided feedback.
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